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ECOLOGICAL OUTLAWS : Removing local threats




LORDS VIEW

industrial park

. ~ Meetthe local BIRDS

A variety of grassland, woodland and wetland bird species are now using the site due - H% H :

to the variety of habitats that have been created through the ecological rehabilitation I nte resu ng B I rd F aCts
that took place over the past ten years. .

More than 47 bird species have been recorded in the Green Belt. Navigation Wizzards

See if you can spot some.

Birds use instinct and perception to navigate to and from their over-
wintering grounds. First-time migrating birds learn certain landmarks and
perhaps even smells along the way, that help them develop a mental map
sothat they canreturntothe same site year after year.
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|| African Wattiad © Birds use the Earth's magnetic field to determine direction. Studies have shown that they can
'see’ magnetic lines. They can also detect magnetic intensities due to signals sent from a partof the
beak containing magnetite. This allows them to make up a map based on the varying magnetic
intensities of the world around them. The sun and the stars are a great guide; the sun by day and
the position of the stars by night.

NV Create your own bird-friendly garden
~=7 ~ - Plant indigenous - use nature as a carbon copy

The healthiest way to attract  Rememberto provide water for birds in a quiet
birds to you garden is to plant spot so that they can drink and bathe, especially

indigenous plants as they form " the driermonths,

the natural habitat for all wild
creatures. These plants provide
fruit, seed, nectar and pollen.
They also provide habitat for
insects that are a large part of
most birds' diets.
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Looking back: 2009 to the PRESENT

An aesthetically pleasing Green Belt with a functioning ecosystem has been
created for the enjoyment of people working at the park.
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quarrying activities have
historically occurred on site.
This created significant
dongasand erosion gullies.

Below: Since 2015 a channel and four artificial
to helpwithwater retention and to co




Welcome to the Lords View Green Belt Trail .

S VIERS Entrance 1: CORMORANT GOENER

Take a walk along the paved pathways and explore this beautiful Green Belt of Trail Map
Lords View. Relax, sit and enjoy the views, watch the birds and learn more about
the various aspects of this fascinating urban open space.

Distance: The distance of all the pathways combined is appraximatety 1,7 km,
Time to complete: 45 minutes ta an hour at a comfortable walking pace. There are four entrances
10 the Green Belt and you can keave the trail 3t any of these points of retrace yaur @

foctsteps back along the sama route.
i+ Level of fitness required: Easy %
L.. é..

An Informative Self-guided Trail

This self-guided trail meanders along the wetland and natural grassland sections
of the Green Belt. Five viewpoints, each with an interesting information
signboard, are situated along the route. Here you can sit and learn more about
the grasslands, wetlands, invasive plants, local birds and tree specles on the Tree
Trail and much more,

Bring along your
binoculars, you might be
rewarded Lo Spot a varkty
of different bied species
ocouring hera,

Lots to See, Explore and Learn

Grasslands are not so grassy

Lorcs View is situated wixthin the Grassland
Biome. One of the information signs on the trall
Feghights why grasslands ane such impoetant
ecological systems. You will alsa leam what role
fire plays in the health of grasslands and why
underground trees e 3 commoen phanomenan
ingrassland,

Yy

Mheet the foca birds -y ¥
The habitats that were establshed In the Green
Bl peovidas ahome 103 variety of binds spacies,
More than 47 different species have been
recoeded here and it woukd be woeth your whvile
10 560 Mo many you can spot in the difforens
habitats and dueing differenst times of the day

The magic of watlands

.r.. Green ekt

Walk the Tree Trail

Thee Trew Tead Is situsted near Enteance 3
and enables you 10 get 1o know 1)
Indigenous Tees, each mavked Fing
additional indammation on each tree
species aiong the route and in the Tree
Tralibookiet

You can fied the bookker on wwwiordsview.coxs




Welcome to the Lords View Green Belt Trail

Entrance 2: GRASSY GLADE

Take a walk along the pathway and explore this beautiful green zone.
Relax, sit and enjoy the views, watch the birds and learn more about
various aspects of this fascinating biodiverse environment.

Distance: The distance of all the pathways combined is appradmataly 3,
Time to complete: 45 minutes ta an howr at a cominetablo walking pace, nmm are four

entrances 10 the Green Solt and you can kave the trall 3¢ any of 1hese points or
Rtrack yous steps back alang the samo route
Level of fitness required: fasy

An informative Self-guided Trail U8

This self-guided trail meanders along the wetland and natural grassland
sections of the Green Belt. Five viewpoints, each with an interesting
information signboard, are situated along the route, Here you can sit and
learn more about the grasslands, wetlands, invasive plants, local blvds and
tree specles on the Tree Trall and much more.

Bring aong your binoculars,
Crucial ecosystems

1Chlens apana) that is abeasdant
R In the area. It can grow to 1 200
mm high, This tough plonees graes
stabilises soil and cowr bare
pv’ht—,t-ﬁp«rm the soil

Trail Map

Lots to See, Explore and Learn

Theimportantrole of wetlands

I the past, the Geoen Belt wes wiks charactenized by
ercsion gulies, dongas and extic wgetation With
great affort, 3 green space with four dane and huh
wegetation were created in its place, 10 peesent the
Urban Open Space you will experience dong your
walk. Learn moee from the wethnd information
boord on how to kdentify some wethond plants snd
howbtdsuv!mhndlndlﬂemmmhnhdv
mesting requirements.

Meet the local birds .y\L

The indigenous wegetation that has now
established here provides a hoene 50 a big
varkety of birds. Moee than 47 different speces
have been recorded here and it would be worth
your widle 1o see haw many you can spotin the
differert envibunments and during differert
times of theday.

Do the Tree Trail

The Tree Trail is situated near Entrance 3
and enablos you to get to know II
indig trees. Find addini
information on each tree spacies along
inthoTroo Trad ks

You can fnd the b bard:




Welcome to the Lords View Green Belt Trail

Entrance 3: WOODLAND BOULEVARD

Trail Map

Distance: The distance of all the pathways combined is approximately 1,7 km

Time to complete: 45 minutes to an haur at 3 comfortable walking pace. There are four
entrances to the Green Bolt and you can leave the tall at ary of these paints or

fetrace your steps Back along the same route.

Level of fitness required: Easy

An informative Self-guided Trail

g along your
1 binoculars

;_""’:,‘W""‘F”""‘"m*”’;”"l

on how to iKentify some wethaind plants and how
birds wse the wettond in diffesent ways for their
Tsting nequinements, v

¥

Moot the local birds #‘L

The habitats that wese established in the Green
Belt provides a home to a variety of bird spedes.
More than 47 different species have been
recorded hare and it woukl be worth your while
to see how many you can spot in the different
habitatsand during different times of the day.

2 Kinghsher

Grasslands are not so grassy
Grasslands are often viewed 25 wasteland, but they
avial robe

ap crudial ”

Y g
Bek. Do the trad and leam more from the grasdand
Information boasd on how grasses are adaped to
and the wique

m‘:vmlly they support,




Welcome to the Lords View Green Belt Trail

LfNEntrance 4: KINGFISHER GROSSING

Take a walk along the paved pathways and explore this beautiful Green Belt Trail Map
of Lords View. Relay, sit and enjoy the views, watch the birds and learn more v
aboutvarious aspects of this fascinating urban open space,

Distance: The &
Yime to complete: 4

sntrances to the G

¥ )
Level of fitness required: £

An informative Self-guided Trail 3

This self-guided trail meanders along the wetland and natural grassland
sections of the Green Belt. Five viewpoints, each with an interesting
information signboard, are situated along the route, Here you can sit and
learn more about the grasslands, wetlands, invasive plants, local birds and
tleespedesonme'l‘ree'rrall and muchmore.
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3 Bring along you
1 binoculars, you n'-gn( be
: rewarded to spot a varety
of different bird species
occurning here

Grasslands are not so grassy

Grasdands are often viewed a3 wasteland, but they
are crucial ecosystens thet play 4 vital role in natues
and in the city e iscemant. Mary indgescus grass.
spackes have eszablished in this schabibtated Groen
Beit. Do the tail and leam maoee from the grassand
nformation

Leam mose Towd

= how o vame watland plints and how bisch
s the huvmmlwlh&nmhy
requibsments.

2
Walk the Tree Trail

The Tree Trail ks situated near Entrance 3 and
enables you 1o get to know 11 indigenous
trees. Find addtional information on each
tree spacies along the route and in the Tree
Tralbooklet.




ST HIGHVELD GRASSIANDS : More than meets the eye

Gauteng, the most urbanised province in South Africa, is situated in the grassland biome which i T
covers the high central plateau of the country. Grasslands are hugely important and its ecology I n te res t In g G rass ' an d fa Cts oo 3%"&3:&1'5
plays a vntal role within the city-region.

and one of the smallest grasses,
emm e ———————— the dwarf grass (Gropetium
‘ -

How g1gssy isagrassland ot

"\ [ | \ ( -
\f | | /| The Highveld central pfateau is an environment e

of extremes, from hot, dry summers to extreme

'---~.~

cold conditions in winter, Grasses have adapted A sea of thousands of Underground trees, can it be?
to this in many interesting ways such as nodding grass stems often To survie the harsh wisters and fre, some 'zam swch 25
Elephant’s root (Sepbanth toel have

having deep, extensive root systems
for accessing water and the ability to
go dormant during droughts or cold.

hides a vast variety of forbs
and herbs (non-woody
flowering plants). In fact,
only 1in 6 plant species

huge underground mot structeres that rvseuhlu tree. Water and
$20d supplies are stoeed In this endergreund ‘tree’ with oely the
uppermast kavesand danchesaf the plast viibée abave-ground,

Grasslands are ancient in the grasslands is a s
Although grass pollen dates back much earlier, grass. So more than 80% Why are grass so successful?
true grasslands began forming around 20 million e e - e s et s "1 are other plant species, Grasses graw from the base of the plant upwards, rather
years ago, with widespread expansion accelerating | Less than 2 percent of South Africa's such as orchids, aloes, forbs than from their mp_sl like .me; d: _ﬂusmmn; that
between 5 and 8 million years ago. | grasslands are csently conserved. and underground trees. g?:f;{‘?;gm;;“ L ki Sl ALty

: ¢ maintains grassland
ique animals and birds . g
g MkMimMMmdew These o) s badomici Gainland \\ ' Fires are a natural element of grasslands. Hot summers bring
e Strawi-coloured fruit bat, the African rock python and the Blue Crane. Welk-known a0 Nama Karoa fegiors. with them thunderstorms and lightning strikes that can start
mll in the grassiand, incude the Brown hyena, Leopard, African cvet, Moumtain zebra veld fires. While these fires can kill trees, they stimulate new
R & e growth and seed germinationingrassesand forbs.
The Oribi (g aareb] 52 smal, Batha's Lark Uiptocanys fingilars| SOy Row: (47 o0y
Wumma;g- Isaneadenk bied found caly in the occirs in the bigh-altud gresdands of the
The Glant gie (Smasy Y | Grassland Biome. o Free State and Lesotho.
igovtens) alio caled the Sengaceq is = X > ’ The Green Belt is located in Sourveld

endemic to the Highveld ragian ard #t

g nowhers ebeos Earth.,_ which means it offers palatable, high-

nutrient grazing grasses in spring and
summer, but becomes tough, fibrous,
and lowin nutrients during winter.



ﬁao_sm Lords View GREEN BELT

G %é Have you walked the self-guided Green Belt Trail
T _ and Tree Trail? <
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LOTS to SEE, EXPLORE and
LEARN

o
WETLANDS %% 2 TREETRAIL




LORDS VIEW

industrial park

A diverse and thriving WETLAND

A home for birds, mammals, insects,

fish and amphibians

Since the rehabilitation of the site, a
variety of different wetland plant
communities established. They
provide specific habitats and
support a lush ecosystem

of birds, frogs, fish and
invertebrates.

A wetland is anything

but dull. Many interesting
and colourful plants thrive
in this unique ecosystem as
seen below.

Paspatum dilatatum |
{Dallas grass)

-

i Below is a photo of the site as it
t looked like in 2009. Before being
i rehabilitated, the site was mined,
1 leaving only exotic trees, gullies

i and erosion behind.

]
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Wetlands are crucial for the environment as they act as sponges,
absorbing excess water to reduce flood damage and recharge ground-
water during dry periods. They are biological hotspots and provide
habitats and breeding grounds for a vast array of species. A biological
supermarket would be a good description for a wetland because they

provide food for so many creatures.

Malachite '.'
ingfisher S
Bittern nest in the reeds

4

The common reed (Phragmites

| and nesting
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’ | Rohaen
materials for birds and animals. Typha ca
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